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Erasmus: the Union programme for education, training, youth and sport
 
To kick off the committee’s work on the new Erasmus proposal, Ms Amber van der Graaf from Panteia presented
the recently published study “Erasmus+: Towards a New Programme Generation”. The study offers a broad
overview of the overall outcomes and performance of Erasmus+, focussing especially on the implementation level.
For the future of the programme, it argues for a stronger focus on inclusion, simplification and enhanced
parliamentary scrutiny.
 
The Commission, represented by Ms Eriksson Waterschoot, the Director responsible for Youth, Education and
Erasmus+ in DG EAC, then presented the new proposal, explaining the proposed changes and the rationale
behind them. While the new proposal retains much of the current programme architecture and was characterised
as an “evolution” rather than a “revolution”, there are still considerable changes with respect to the existing
programme, notably:

a substantially increased budget of 30 billion EUR as against 14.7 billion EUR in the current MFF;
ambition to triple the number of participants by fostering short-term mobility schemes or even blended mobility schemes;
three new key initiatives, namely DiscoverEU, the European Universities network, and the VET Centre of Excellence;
a stronger focus on inclusion and the ambition to broaden access to the programme to people with fewer opportunities;
a desire to simplify grant application procedures and administrative requirements, e.g. by means of new “small-scale partnerships”;
dropping of the Erasmus Student Loan Guarantee Facility.

 
The Rapporteur (Milan ZVER, EPP) and other CULT Members expressed their overall satisfaction with the fact that, given its past
success, Erasmus has become a priority for the Commission, yet also criticised certain elements of the new programme proposal. Of
particular concern was the budget, which - though increasing - falls short of the tripling originally trailed, and the absence of adequate
parliamentary oversight in the new programme proposal, with the annual work programmes to be adopted by implementing acts and
Parliament thus having no say over the shape of new initiatives, but rather having to content itself with the very general descriptions
given in the accompanying staff working document for the remainder of the programme.
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Establishing the Creative Europe programme (2021 to 2027)
 
The exchange of views on the Creative Europe Programme started with the presentation of the study “Creative
Europe - towards the new generation of the programme”. The experts, Arthur Le Gall and Teodora Pletosu (KEA),
presented the main findings of the study, pointing to the fact that the programme flexibility in the programme
requested by the Commission should not undermine democratic scrutiny by the co-legislators. Therefore, the
distinction between delegated and implementing acts should be better defined in the programme.
 
The Commission’s representatives (both EAC and CNECT) presented the new proposal, explaining the changes
and the reasons behind them. The Commission proposes to increase the budget of the programme (2021-2027) to
1.85 billion EUR compared to 1.46 billion in the current MFF. The Commission underlines that there will be many
synergies with other programmes and funds in order to give additional opportunities for financing for the cultural
and creative sectors. In Culture, apart from the cooperation projects, networks and platforms, a new action on mobility of artists will be
introduced. In addition, targeted sectoral actions will be proposed for the music sector, book and publishing sectors, architecture and
built heritage, as well as design, fashion design and cultural tourism. In MEDIA, greater focus will be placed on audiences, collaboration
and networking, promotion of European works and innovation. Actions, less rigid than in the current programme, will be built around
those priorities. With respect to the Cross-Sectoral Strand, the Guarantee Facility has been moved to the InvestEU under the SME
window and a new scheme on news media comprising quality journalism, media freedom and media literacy - inspired by the Pilot
Projects and Preparatory Actions submitted by CULT - will be added.
 
The Rapporteur (Silvia Costa, S&D) and other CULT Members, expressed their satisfaction with the structure of the programme, the
budget increase and the proposed synergies. However, they underlined that this complementarity need to be confirmed in the legal
basis of the programmes, such us Horizon Europe, ESF+ etc in order to effectively guarantee access to the financing for cultural and
creative sector. Several Members also expressed some disappointment about the vague formulations in the regulation leaving carte

 to the Commission in its implementation.blanche
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Language equality in the digital age 
Adoption of draft report (Rapporteur: Jill EVANS, Greens/EFA)
 
The CULT Committee adopted, with 21 votes in favour and 4 abstentions, its own-initiative report on "Language

 (Rapporteur: Jill Evans, Greens/EFA). The report concludes that multilingualism in theequality in the digital age"
digital area is lacking attention from both national and EU policy-makers. Effective policies and programmes are
needed to overcome language barriers in the digital single market. This will foster culture accessibility and bridge the
digital divide.
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Boosting growth and cohesion in EU border regions 
Adoption of draft opinion (Rapporteur: Theodoros ZAGORAKIS, EPP)
 
The CULT Committee adopted an opinion on “Boosting growth and cohesion in EU border regions” (lead committee:
REGI). The opinion underlines the importance of cross-border cooperation in the fields of education, culture and sports
as key to strengthening mutual understanding and trust and boosting economic growth. There is a particular focus on
support by the ESI Funds to CULT fields of competence. Therefore, the opinion calls for ESIF support for the
dismantling of language barriers through systematic promotion of multilingualism at schools and universities. Another
important instrument for cohesion in border regions is cross-border mobility and mutual recognition of diplomas and

qualifications, allowing for labour and education migration on both sides of border regions. To forge a European consciousness, the
opinion recommends joint initiatives on cultural heritage-related projects, which can also boost cultural tourism.
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Harnessing globalisation: trade aspects  
Adoption of draft opinion (Rapporteur: Francis ZAMMIT DIMECH, EPP)
 
The Committee unanimously adopted CULT’s non-legislative opinion on “Harnessing globalisation: trade aspects”
(lead committee: INTA), with 25 votes in favour, 0 against, and 0 abstentions. While stressing the importance of culture
and education not being treated as a discretionary good in future trade negotiations, the opinion (Rapporteur: Francis
Zammit Dimech, EPP) also highlighted the potential role of culture and education in international relations, for example
as a powerful means to foster intercultural dialogue.
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Minimum standards for minorities in the EU
Consideration of a draft opinion (Rapporteur: Andrea BOCSKOR, EPP)
 
Andrea Bocskor presented her draft opinion on “Minimum standards for minorities in the EU” (lead committee: LIBE).
She deplored the fact that the EU has no explicit competence regarding minority issues and called, among other
things, on Member States to ensure that persons belonging to regional ethnic minorities have adequate opportunities
to learn their languages and even to receive education in these languages. She also called on the Commission to
present a legislative proposal or a recommendation on the promotion of cultural and linguistic diversity. Finally, she
said that the designation of a Special Rapporteur for Minority Rights with a monitoring function should be envisaged.
The Shadows broadly supported the draft opinion and stressed, inter alia, the importance of acting at local and
regional level.
 
The deadline for amendments is 22 June and the draft opinion will be adopted on 24 September, as the main committee (LIBE) is
voting on 10 October.
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Structured Dialogue with Commissioner Navracsicsxxx

The structured dialogue session with Commissioner Navracsics was dedicated to the
presentation of the cross-cutting political priorities of the European Commission in the fields
of youth, education and culture. In May this year, a second set of measures was launched to
strengthen education, youth and culture in Europe, such as the European Education Area
and the New Agenda for Culture, along with a renewed EU Youth Strategy.
 
Commissioner Navracsics underlined that the Commission is placing education, culture and
youth at the top of the political agenda. The package puts considerable emphasis on the
establishment of a European Education Area by 2025. In the Commissioner’s view, this area
should give opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills and attitudes to make the most of
their talents. The Commissioner also presented the proposals for Council recommendations
on Early Childhood Education, on the Automatic Mutual Recognition, designed to help
students move freely in the Education Area, and a third to help improve the teaching and
learning of languages.
 
Another proposal launches the new EU Youth Strategy, on which the European Parliament
adopted a resolution in May this year. As part of the same package, Commissioner
Navracsics also outlined further steps towards creating European Universities - a new
component to be promoted through the next generation of Erasmus and designed to support
the European Education Area and build geographically balanced and strong networks of
higher education institutions with a shared, long-term vision for education, research,
innovation and service to society. Furthermore, the Commission is launching a new
European Student Card, making it easier for students to learn abroad by reducing
administrative burdens and costs.
 

In his presentation, the Commissioner also presented the essential elements of the new Erasmus, Creative Europe and European
Solidarity Corps proposals.
 
A ‘question & answer’ session followed with Members of the Committee. The questions focused on the added value of EU actions, the
importance of Erasmus and its need to do more to foster inclusion, synergies with other programmes to enhance the overall added
value and impact, teaching and training for teachers and staff, match-fixing in sport and the mutual recognition of diplomas and
qualifications.
 
 

The next committee meeting: 11 July 2018
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